THE patient, a middle-aged woman, presented a patch of eczematoid ringworm on the palm of the right hand, occupying an area about the size of a five-shilling piece, commencing between the first and second fingers, and spreading out in a ringed fashion over the palm. The patch was smooth, pinkish-red, broken up by an inner concentric ring, and limited by a border of exfoliating epidermis. The woman had come to the Victoria Hospital for Children with three children, all suffering from microsporon ringworm of the scalp, and it was presumed that they were the source of the infection. Though cases of eczematoid ringworm, due to the Epidermophyton inguinale, were by no means uncommon, the infection of the adult by microsporon ringworm was exceedingly rare, and the exhibitor could only recollect three such cases in his hospital practice. An examination of a piece of the exfoliating epidermis showed an abundance of fungus, but its exact nature had not yet been ascertained, as there had been insufficient time for the culture to grow when the case was exhibited.
The exhibitor considered it probable from the concentric appearance of the lesion that the fungus was of animal origin, and was possibly the microsporon of the cat, but he would report upon it later if a culture were obtained.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. GRAY said he had observed two cases of eczematoid ringworm of the palm, and in both of them the organism was an ectothrix. The PRESIDENT said that some time ago, when this question was a burning one, Dr. MacCormac and he had investigated many eezematoid eruptions on the hands in which an epidermophyton was discovered, which would previously, without microscopic examination, have been considered as examples of vesicular or dysidrotic eczema.
Dr. SEQUEIRA said he had just reviewed a small paper by Dr. Murray and Dr. Paul, of Sydney, Australia, and these authors said that vesicating eruptions of the dysidrosis type were found to be associated with a fungus in 80 per cent. of the cases; they insisted on the importance of an examination for fungi in cases of dysidrosis.
Dr. DORE thought that Sabouraud did not recognise an ectothrix cat ringworm, but included it in the Microsporon lanosum group. Apparently Sabouraud regarded the cat microsporon as rare in France, and described the ectothrix form as Trichophyton niveum radians of the Ectothrix microides group.1
Dr. PERNET said that in 1904, at the old Dermatological Society of London, heThad shown a case of tinea circinata in a young adult woman, who had contracted it from a cat. It was a case of cat microsporon, an observation which he had confirmed by culture.2 I Sabouraud, " Les Teignes," 1910, pp. 229, 376, and 377. 2 Brit. Journ. Derm., 1904, xvi, pp. 347 and 458. Case of Hyperidrosis of the Palms. THE patient, a girl, aged 16, had had the complaint as long as she could remember. There was profuse and continuous sweating of the palms and the palmar surface of the fingers of both hands. Changes of temperature seemed not to affect the condition. The perspiration was so profuse that the sweat dripped from the hands. Neither the soles nor any other part of the body was affected. From time to time large vesicles formed about the fingers and burst, leaving sore places. It was proposed to treat the case by X-rays " filtered " through an aluminium screen.
The PRESIDENT said that all members of the Section had seen cases of this condition, although perhaps not quite so extreme. One case, which had impressed itself upon his memory, was that of a medical man who had a severe sunstroke in Japan, and, after recovering from that illness, hyperidrosis developed and persisted permanently. When he entered his (Dr. Pringle's) consulting room, sweat was oozing through his boots, as if he had been wading in a stream; it also oozed through his gloves, and he remained permanently disabled in consequence. He also had seen the case of a well-known public man who, when about to make a speech, sweated much as this girl did, although in the intervals, when nothing occurred to make him nervous, his sweat apparatus was quite normal. He regarded the prognosis as bad, and he would
